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LOVERS

NEVER WERE THERE IN VALENCIA TWO LOVERS LIKE US.

WE LOVED FEROCIOUSLY, FROM MORN ‘TIL NIGHT.

I RECALL EVERYTHING, AS YOU HANG OUT THE CLOTHES.
YEARS HAVE PASSED, MANY YEARS: MANY THINGS HAVE HAPPENED.
SUDDENLY THAT WIND, OR LOVE, SEIZES ME STILL

AND WE ROLL ON THE GROUND AMIDST EMBRACES AND KISSES.
WE DO NOT KNOW LOVE AS A LOVING CUSTOM,

AS A QUIET CUSTOM OF POLITENESS AND FINERY

(AND MAY THE CHASTE L6PEZ-P1c6 PARDON US).

Love, IT AWAKENS SUDDENLY, LIKE AN OLD HURRICANE,

IT THROWS US TO THE GROUND, IT JOINS US TOGETHER,
SQUEEZING US TIGHTLY.

SOMETIMES I DESIRED A COURTEOUS LOVE,

WITH THE GRAMOPHONE ON, KISSING YOU IDLY,

Now A SHOULDER, NEXT AN EAR LOBE.

OUR LOVE IS A BRUSQUE AND SAVAGE LOVE

AND WE FEEL A BITTER YEARNING FOR THE EARTH,

OF ROLLING UPSIDE DOWN AMIDST KISSES AND CLUTCHES.
I’LL sAY 1T CLEAR. PriMAL, ... ] kNOW IT.

WE 1GNORE PETRARCH’S WORK, WE IGNORE MANY THINGS.
THE sTANZAS OF R1BA, THE RHYMES OF BECQUER.
AFTERWARDS, LYING SOMEHOW ON THE GROUND,

WE REALISE THAT WE ARE BARBAROUS, THAT THIS MAY NOT BE,
WE ARE NOT IN THE RIGHT AGE, AND THIS AND THAT.

NEVER WERE THERE IN VALENCIA TWO LOVERS LIKE US,
LOVERS LIKE US ARE JUST NOT BORN!

(TransLATION BY JACK H. SMITH, PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT THE
UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY, NY)

Vicent Andrés Estellés (Burjassot, 'Horta, 1924 — Valéncia, 1993) was a poet and journalist. A prolific
writer, his poetry deals with everyday life in a vital, impassioned way. In Joan Fuster’s sharp depiction, “The
subjects of Vicent Andrés Estellés, when reduced to their very essence, have the elemental nakedness of
everyday life: hunger, sex and death’. Among his vast poetical output Les pedres de I'amfora (Stones from the
Amphora) stands out, the second volume of his Obra Completa, which won two awards, Lletra d’Or (1974)
and Critica Serra d’Or (1975). Also noteworthy are two works devoted to Valéncia: Llibre de meravelles (Book
of Marvels) and Cora/ romput (Broken Chorus). He was awarded the Premi d’Honor de les Lletres Catalanes
(1978) and the Premi de les Lletres Valencianes (1984).
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